MOTORSPORTS REPORT

by Lee Nohos

Canada’s only ‘57 Chevy Funny car is going Nitro!
Anyone who has been a regular at Castrol Raceway the past
decade has watched The Prospector, Canada’s only 1957
Chevy Funny Car driven by Jay Mageau.
He and his father, Bob, have partnered together for years to
provide race fans with a local team to call their own and their
unending promotion of racing in northern Alberta is what sets
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reserved, is also excited about the new challenge and steep
learning curve ahead of us.”

Race fans will see The Prospector a number of times this year
including the Fox Hunt in June and Hot August Night.

Racers get the Green Flag

Surprisingly, the track officials at Castrol Raceway were able
to open by the final weekend in April despite some brutal
spring weather. The big key is for the frost to completely leave

as the track made it through the winter in pristine condition.
The first winner of the year ended up being long-time

them apart from other race teams.

During the course of the summer Jay, Bob and
the race team will make dozens of appearances
away from the track promoting the sport and
Castrol Raceway and that has helped make the
hot orange Chevy the most well recognized car
in this part of the woods.

The past number of years the Mageau’s have
been racing with other nostalgia cars in the
International Blown Alcohol Association and
with the car tearing up the quarter-mile in under
8 seconds at top speeds just under 200 miles-per-
hour.

This year however, the team has some exciting
news as they decided to take a plunge into the
Nitro-age. With the assistance of Jeff Gaynor -
who has worked closely with another nostalgia
funny car driven by Ron Capps and posts five-
second runs at closer to 300 miles per hour — Jay
and Bob have set out a two-year plan that will
take them to the next level of racing in North
America.

Part of the plan is to develop a new NHRA
special nitro, or VRA legal nitro fuel
combination. The VRA cars burn pure nitro and
differ from the big dos of racing, Top Fuel, only
by the limited size of the fuel pump, Supercharger and ignition
they are forced to run with.

Once the car is completed, they expect to be consistently
posting runs in the 6.5-second range at top speeds of 240
miles-per-hour.

“Running a nitro car has been a life long dream of mine,”
says Jay, “and I feel
privileged to have the support of my sponsors and family to
run with this. My partner, crew chief and father, although
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the grand and I remember just few years back when the frost
was still in the ground in early May.

This year however, the track was open on time and on the
weekend of April 28 and 29 drivers were able to see how their
off-season tuning worked out at the first Test and Tune
weekend.

Besides being a T&T, the weekend provide fans with the first
of 10 scheduled Torco Racing Fuels King of the Hill events.

Despite the cold wind an® threat of rain, the racing was fast

The Prospector has become one of the most widely recognized drag cars in Western
Canada and the team will be changing over to nitro-methane this season.

Motorsports devotee Randy Modersohn of St.
@ Albert driving his *63 Corvette after he defeated

& Bob Ronnie of Ponoka.
® The Face is Changing at Castrol Raceway

One thing you can say about at the owners at
B Castrol Raceway is they are constantly changing
¥ with the times and evolving to make a night at
4 the races more enjoyable whether you enjoy the
drag strip, oval or both.

Some of the changes this year will take place in
2 the hospitality area where a new coffee shop is
B being built along with a new “lounge” in the
tower overlooking the drag strip.

Since hiring Jan Reeves last year, the food
services at Castrol Raceway have taken a
significant step up. Fans all agree that part of a
¢ day or night at the races is a good hot dog or
hamburger and a cold beverage and Jan has
taken her role seriously to take their hospitality
. to another level.

Last year Reeves made a significant switch by

* choosing a new Prime Rib Burger produced by

& Canadian manufacturer Cardinal Foods. She also
upgraded the frankfurters choosing an all-beef
premium product from Pillers, a name you’ll
recognize on the retail shelf although this
product is not available to regular consumers.

This year, Castrol is adding a gourmet coffee shop which will
be located at the end of the main concession and a new
Catering menu is available for the suite holders and group
functions.

Just like a day at the ball park watching a little diamond ball
is about beer and hot dogs, so is a day at the races and this
year Castrol will have you covered like never before so come
hungry!







